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Candidate   Kristen Berger 

 DBN:  
  

03M009 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a second-year member and a co-chair of the SLT at my child’s school and have been an active 

member of the PA for four years, since my child began school. During my first year at the SLT, I 

developed and analyzed a school-wide parent survey. I have also served as a kindergarten-at-large 

member, organizing the new parent orientation and staff social events. I have been a class parent, 

functioning as the communications liaison. I have additionally volunteered at numerous school wide 

events including fairs, art nights, auctions and art projects. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

There is no reason why our children should not receive the best education in the world, reflecting the 

diversity and capability of the greatest city in the world. Parents have the opportunity to be directly 

involved in the city’s public education system informing policy, shaping decisions and reflecting our 

community’s priorities and needs. Having worked as an advocate and policy analyst, I appreciate the 

responsibility and challenges of representing an entire district and advocating for the community as a 

whole. As a born and raised Upper West Sider and product of this public school system, I take great 

pride in the diversity of our city and would like to see that better reflected in our schools. As a parent, I 

know we can strengthen our schools so that all of our children receive a high quality education. It would 

be a privilege to serve on the CEC and advocate on behalf of all of our children. 

 

Candidate   J. Conrad Fagan 

 DBN:  
  

03M163 

03M163 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Community Education Council District 3, Secretary (2013 - Present); CEC3 Common Core Standards 

Implementation & Testing Committee (Feb 2014 - Present); P.S. 163 PTA Member (2010 - Present), 

PS 163 PTA Executive Board Member (2012-13); Founder/Parent Organizer, PS 163 Parents Engaged 

& Active in Community Enrichment (P.E.A.C.E.@PS 163, 2012 - Present); PS 145 School Leadership 

Team (2009 -10); West Harlem Head Start Program, Inc., Chairperson, District Agency Policy 

Committee (2008 - 2010), President, 600 Monroe Block Association & Community Board No. 3 

Member, Brooklyn NYC (1994 - 2001) 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is J. Conrad (J.C.) Fagan and Iâ€˜m seeking re-election to CEC3 for the 2015-17 term. I’ve 

taken my collaborative efforts to examining NYDOE education policy and advocating for our 22,000 

D3 school children very seriously. I’d like to continue this critical work as a strong and informed 

champion for D3 parents. As CEC3 Secretary the past 2 years, I established with parent leaders the first 

CEC3 Common Core Standards & Implementation & Testing Committee to ensure D3 students are 

receiving the requisite school support needed to meet the new standards. Given a strained rollout, only 

45% of D3 students met proficiency in ELA, and 48% in Math. I want to continue this work with DOE 

to identify how best to support and help D3 students excel. As new D3 schools are enabled to address 

overcrowding, I’d like to advocate for an equitable D3 school re-zoning process, and admissions criteria 

that affords all D3 students the flexibility and school choice opportunities they need to attend 

academically, economically and ethnically diverse D3 schools. With your vote of confidence, I’d like to 

continue to work on behalf of your interests on CEC3. 
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Candidate   Joseph A. Fiordaliso 

 DBN:  
  

03M199 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

CEC3, President (2013-present) - Unanimously elected President in 2013. Extensive experience 

working on issues facing public school families in District 3, including charter school encroachment, 

school overcrowding, Common Core, various health & public safety issues, capital funding for schools, 

high school admissions, and many more. CEC3, Borough President Appointee (2011-2013) - Signature 

accomplishment was working with various stakeholders to force NYC to speed up PCB remediation in 

schools. Advocated for creation of new elementary and middle schools to give parents more choices 

and relieve overcrowding. With my support CEC3 successfully opposed the closure of Wadleigh 

middle school and opposed co-location of charter schools in public school spaces. PS199 PTA, 

Executive Board (2010-2011) - Successfully advocated for a large new school to be included as part of 

Riverside South development (currently under construction) and built first. Member of CEC3 

Overcrowding Committee. Parent Advocate (2010) - Organized hundreds of incoming Kindergarten 

parents to fight overcrowding and call for the creation of new schools. Played a key role in the creation 

of PS452 which helped alleviate overcrowding in District 3. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am the President of CEC3 and the father of two District 3 students. During my tenure as President, 

CEC3: ESTABLISHED the new West End Secondary School (WESS) to serve grades 6-12, alleviate 

overcrowding, give parents more choices, and give HS priority to District 3 kids; SAVED PS149/PS811 

from charter school eviction; SUPPORTED reforms to primary election voting in schools: 1. increased 

police presence on election day; 2. coordination with principals to avoid displacement of students; 

ADVOCATED solutions to end overcrowding; CALLED for reforms to DOE’s district priority policy 

for HS admissions; FOUGHT for a safe school environment for our kids by supporting renovation of 

the PS166 schoolyard whose unsafe design caused serious injuries to kids including concussions and 

broken bones; PROTECTED children’s health by opposing a large residential development 

immediately adjacent to PS163; SECURED the replacement of hundreds of broken clocks in schools; 

SUPPORTED the Mayor’s universal Pre-K and expanded after-school initiatives. I am proud of these 

accomplishments. I am seeking another term as President to preserve these gains and build on this 

progress. I respectfully ask for your support and your vote. 
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Candidate   Zoe G. Foundotos 

 DBN:  
  

03M054 

03M452 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Council Member, NYC School District 3 Community Education Council: July 2013 â€“ Present 

â€¢Liaison to 4 D3 schools. â€¢Spearheaded development of CEC3’s mission statement and strategic 

guidelines for 2013-1015 term. â€¢Chair of High School Admissions Committee. Grants Committee 

Chair, PTA of PS452: September 2013 â€“ August 2014 â€¢Successfully applied for and awarded 

capital grant from City Council for $105K to renovate school dance room. Fundraising Co-Chair, PTA 

of PS452: September 2010 â€“ August 2012 â€¢Built fundraising program for new public elementary 

school, created 3-year strategic fundraising plan. â€¢Raised $35K in first year; $130K in 2nd year. 

Exceeded goals in 2nd year by $40K. â€¢Initiated and managed Annual Appeal; raised $15K in first 

year, $65K in 2nd. Director of Religious Education, Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church: 

September 2008 â€“ Present â€¢Responsible for program development. â€¢Expanded program to 

include a K-2nd grade class in 2009, pre-K and pre-teen classes in 2014. Chairman, Board of Directors, 

Columbus Park West Nursery School: September 2008 â€“ August 2010 â€¢Managed $250K budget 

and oversaw management of the school, hiring of new director, development of 5-year strategic plan. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently serve as a CEC3 Council Member and Chair of the CEC3 High School Admissions 

Committee. As the mother of a 4th and a 7th grader, I would like to continue in the important work of 

the CEC, advocating for all the families and children of District 3. As a CEC Council Member, I 

spearheaded the drafting of a strategic plan for the 2013-2015 term, working with CEC3 colleagues to 

develop a clear direction for the Council’s efforts and advocacy. As Chair of the CEC3 High School 

Admissions Committee, I led the development of a set of recommendations that would serve as a 

framework for CEC3’s position on the high school admissions process. The recommendations have so 

far resulted in 3 CEC3 resolutions. PS452 was founded in 2010. As a founding parent, I served 2 terms 

as Fundraising Co-Chair and was involved in building a school where children could develop into 

lifelong learners. My experience at the school level cemented in my mind the importance of working to 

improve all our schools on both a local and district-wide level. I am grateful for having had the 

opportunity to serve as a CEC council member in District 3 and request your support for another term. 
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Candidate   Noah Eliot Gotbaum 

 DBN:  
  

03M243 IEP:  No ELL No 

 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I started as a member of the PS87 SLT 8 years ago and have been lucky enough to have served on 

CEC3 for the past 6 years, including for two years as President. I have two children with IEP's and am 

very involved in the Special Education system - by necessity rather than by choice! I also have been an 

ELL tutor in Spanish. In my past life I was a founder and Board Member of the New York Cares 

volunteer organization, which is now the country's largest volunteer organization as well as the largest 

volunteer organization operating in the New York City public school system. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

For 6 years I have been fortunate to serve as a member of CEC3. Early on I focused on helping to 

relieve overcrowding in the southern portion of the district by leading the fight to establish PS452. 

Additionally, I helped to represent the interests of those in the northern part of the district who were 

being overrun - and still are - by charter schools, especially Success Charter. This included keeping 

Success out of PS 145 and PS 165 campuses. Later I worked with parents and elected to hold the 

Riverside Center Developer's feet to the fire to ensure the maximum new seats for the district at the 

upcoming PS342.This parent-led inclusive new school formula worked well as I was proud to serve 

with CEC3 and D3 parents in spearheading new middle school options at the great new and inclusive 

West End Secondary School (WESS). District 3 schools and parents face many challenges - including 

needing better district high school options, more seats and resources for our schools, limiting high 

stakes testing in our classrooms, and getting our electeds to focus on the 95% of our kids in public 

schools rather than the 5% in charters. I would be SO honored to serve the parents of this great district 

for another 2 years. Thank you! 

 

Candidate   Theresa L.C. Hammonds 

 DBN:  
  

03M242 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Active CEC member for the last three years. Active SLT member and active parent. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have actively worked to represent the students and families in District 3. I am happy to say that I have 

enjoyed deliberating and discussing the various attributes and challenges of this district, I have enjoyed 

those conversations and many have resulted in a myriad of activism as we seek to improve our schools. 

l work with a great group of colleagues, whom have all worked tirelessly to ensure that all schools in the 

district get the resources and attention they need. I am happy to consider myself one of the founding 

members of the new middle school, Westend Secondary School, and I am hoping to return to the 

council, so that we may do the important work of continuing to support schools in the district that are 

moving towards improvement. 
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Candidate   Daniel Katz 

 DBN:  
  

03M087 

03M334 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a lifelong educator with 22 years of teaching experience in grades from 7th to graduate school. I 

began my career as a secondary English Language Arts teacher, and today, I am the director of 

Secondary Teacher Preparation at Seton Hall University with my Ph.D. in Teaching, Curriculum, and 

Educational Policy from Michigan State University. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Public education is a trust that our society has made with past, present, and future generations. That 

trust says that all will be given equitable opportunities to achieve and to become empowered 

participants in our democracy. The strength of our commitment to these ideals reflects upon the 

strength of our society. We face serious challenges today that demand civic action. Albany has never 

lived up to its promise to fairly fund our schools even while it has increased demands upon those same 

schools to do more with fewer resources. Our children and the dedicated teachers who work with them 

deserve better. As parents, we need to use our voices to insist upon fair funding and equitable resources 

for all schools, proper support and professional respect for teachers, and the education of all children 

as individuals with unique gifts and needs. We need to insist that education return to being more than 

the pursuit of test scores. I am a lifelong educator who began his teaching career 22 years ago as a 

secondary English teacher. Today, I am an academic directing the Seton Hall University programs for 

secondary teacher preparation, and I am the father of two children in the NYC public schools. I 

appreciate your consideration. 

 

Candidate   Pradnya Joshi 

 DBN:  
  

03M075 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been an active member of the PS 75 PTA for two years. I have been a leader at the school on 

special education issues, especially the ASD Nest program. I often volunteer for New York Cares and 

other social programs through my employer. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of a special education student, I have been actively involved in making sure that services 

and supports are in place at our school for both educational and therapies. Over the years, I have often 

outreached to incoming parents to help get them oriented to our special education programs. I often 

share with them both in-school and after-school activities (such as those at museums) that can help 

support their children's needs. Our school, P.S. 75-The Emily Dickinson School, has been blessed with 

caring and dedicated ICT teachers -- both general education teachers and special education teachers. 

Now, I hope to ensure that we are serving the entire population with quality teaching and curriculum. 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for 

Community Education Council 3 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 6 of 9 

Candidate   Carlos E. Lugo 

 DBN:  
  

03M166 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Although I am currently an attorney in private practice, I have substantial experience working with 

youth in an education capacity. I was on the executive board of a mentoring program for at risk inner-

city youth for five years. The aim of this program was to pair middle school students with college 

mentors that could guide and encourage them to focus on obtaining a higher education. I have also 

worked as an educational coordinator in NYC high schools, and a community coordinator for the New 

York City Housing Authority. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am very proud to say that I am the product of a complete New York public education system. I was 

born and raised in New York city and have attended public schools my whole life up to and including 

college at the State University of New York. It is because benefitted from the positive things that a 

public education can offer that I now want to be an active part of my daughter's education. She is seven 

years old and in the first grade and her education is something I take very serious. I am now an attorney 

licensed to practice law in New York State and I currently run my own law practice. My practice is a full 

service law firm with an emphasis in immigration law. In my practice I represent adults and minors 

alike and I often have to coordinate assistance to clients and their families that have been detained in 

immigration facilities throughout the country. I have vast experience in community service oriented 

fields and program coordination. It is well known that navigating the immigration system in our country 

is a complicated endeavor and my job requires me to both represent and educate clients and potential 

clients alike. 

 

Candidate   Chiffon T. Mason 

 DBN:  
  

03M242 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was a part of the PTA and the SLT team. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Chiffon Mason I am running for Community Education Council and City Wide 

Educational Council in Special Education. As the mother of a child with a learning disability I know 

how difficult it is to get and maintain the services they need in both Charter School and Public School 

settings because of these factors. I've discovered who to contact, and how to fight back in order to get 

my child what he needs. I am also a family advocate which, allows me to use the tools I have learned 

with my own child to help others. These qualities will make me the best candidate for the job. 
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Candidate   Nan Eileen Mead 

 DBN:  
  

03M180 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

First Vice Chair, Chancellor’s Parent Advisory Council (CPAC), 2014-present; D3 representative 2013-

14; Secretary, CPAC Title I Committee 2013-present. Co-President, D3 Presidents’ Council, 2013-

present; Secretary 2012-13. Vice President, PTA PS/IS 180, 2014-present; Treasurer 2012-14; Grade 

Committee Co-Chair, 2011-12. Bronx HS of Science Alumni Board of Trustees, 2003-2011; Assistant 

Coach, Speech and Debate Team, 2000-2002. My professional background is in finance and marketing 

and I spent most of my career at a large bank. I successfully converted the PTA of my son’s 

Harlemâ€“based school into a 501c3 to boost our fundraising capabilities. I have taught financial 

literacy to at-risk middle and high school students. I have conducted outreach to PTAs at Title I 

schools to provide guidance on Title I budgeting, parent involvement structures and the 

implementation of the Common Core Learning Standards. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a graduate of NYC public schools, I have had the unique experience of attending schools that were 

tragically lacking in resources as well as schools that were incredibly well supported. This experience 

has driven my advocacy on behalf of all public school students and their parents â€“ all public schools 

should be great regardless of zip code. In addition to the above I served on the WESS (West End 

Secondary School) Advisory Committee to help create an attractive school option that reflects the full 

diversity of D3. I have been active on the High Schools Admissions Committee where I advocated for 

passage of the District Priority resolution. I have worked with our elected officials to improve library 

resources at underfunded schools and to educate parents on the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA). 

It is my belief that through strong parent and community involvement our traditional public schools will 

improve. My younger son will be entering Pre-K in September so I am in it for the long haul! 

 

Candidate   Angelica Mojarro 

 DBN:  
  

03M163 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have had the privilege of serving on the PTA of PS163 for the past three years. I've served as a class 

parent, class treasurer and organizer of key school fundraiser and community events. Fundraiser's that 

I've led include the Spring Fair, Dia de los Muertos, Movie Night, and the annual Gala/Auction. All 

proceeds from these fundraisers support the arts enrichment programs at PS163 for all students. We 

have recently joined forces with another fantastic school, The Computer School, to encourage 

volunteerism among alumni and other students at our school functions. This has been a wonderful joint 

venture and an initiative I head. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My children, Sophia and Zachary, are both public school students at P.S. 163, and we plan to continue 

the journey through high school. I am extremely proud to be a part of an incredible community of 

families that do very noble work for our students. My goal now is to take the wonderful experience I've 

had and apply it at a higher level to hopefully enhance the NYC public school experience for more 

students and their families. 
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Candidate   Michelle Munoz 

 DBN:  
  

03M333 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Faculty, Our children are what make up the demographics of our 

societies everywhere; they grow up to be independent, self â€“sufficient, reliable men and women of the 

future. The experience in the course of their development transforms their lives, it is imperative to 

provide the right nurturing environment for such a delicate stage in life. There is no room for era only 

growth. As a community we should exhibit a positive atmosphere for all parents, students and 

educators. Education is the stand point; literacy is imperative for the student body to succeed, an 

emotional intelligent child/ teen with a practical theoretical discipline establishes morals at its best. 

Making sensible judgment and understanding is the key core component’s incorporating these aspects 

of development will help our children reach their potential in life. Developmental components consist 

of and are not limited to imaginative creativity, emotional stability & discipline, cognitive intellectual 

competency. ~ Michelle Munoz 

 

Candidate   Sisley Rollock 

 DBN:  
  

03M256 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

during the past 3 years I have been on the pta and doing volunteer work with PS 208..My helpm 

consists of helping with attendance lunch and dismissal along with any other work that is required to be 

done within the school or community 

Personal 
Statement 

My son is in a NYC Public school..I strongly support the school system and would like too help and 

make improvements where ever I can.. 

 

Candidate   Giselle Sanchez 

 DBN:  
  

03M163 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

On the Task Force for School Safety at PS 163 since 2012. Actively involved in the PTA and Dual 

Language Program. I have also worked closely with the RYAN Network, providing community service 

on the Upper West Side, Chelsea Area and Lower East Side. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am the devoted mother of a 5 year old Dual Language student who is not learning English, but rather 

embracing the opportunity to learn a second language. My child and every other child enrolled in a 

Public School needs a voice, one that will not only represent them when they are unable to do so as 

children; but also stand up for them and for their school to ensure that they are provided with the best 

education possible. An education is not only made up of the material that a child is taught to memorize, 

but rather the ability to comprehend what a teacher is bringing to the table in an environment that is 

both educational and enjoyable for all parties involved. Our children are the future and the only way to 

ensure that it is a bright one, is by building a strong foundation today! I have one child at home but 

every child in his school is my concern because they are learning and growing together. We must work 

as a team to help every child- not just our own. 
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Candidate   Karen Stein 

 DBN:  
  

03M054 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Chaperoned field trips, taught two science classes, served as class parent 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

ndidate   Kimberly Watkins 

 DBN:  
  

03M191 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

2014-15 Museum Magnet PTA Vice President, member at large of Student Leadership Team, 

chairperson of the MMS School Garden Committee 2012-15 Contributor and Speaker for Harlem 

Health Initiative at the Children's Aid Society 2012-13 Volunteer Coach with the Institute for 

Leadership & Faith Fights Diabetes with Reverend Michel Faulkner 2002-09 Auxiliary Police Officer, 

24th precinct then 108th precinct 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Although my public school leadership experience is nascent, my history of contributions to important 

causes brings a wealth of knowledge to the 3rd District CEC. A product of a public school education in 

Virginia and public university in Colorado, I have called the West Side my home since 1997. My 

daughter, Harper is a kindergartener at PS191/the Museum Magnet School, and my family and I are 

committed to the positive development and diversity of all schools in our district. It would be an honor 

to serve, and I thank you for your consideration. 

 

 


